INTRODUCING NEW RATS TO
CURRENT RATS
Part 1. Introducing the rats to each other’s scent
1. Place the cages next to each other for brief periods of time every day. This
will allow the rats to see and smell each other before they meet “in person.”
Maintain a healthy distance between the cages, between 1 and 3 feet, in order
to keep the rats from biting or scratching each other. Do this for about 10-15
minutes twice a day for 4-7 days.
-Placing the cages next to each other allows the rats to become accustomed
to the sight and smell of each other without forcing them to interact too
quickly.
-If the rats don’t show any signs of aggression or agitation, move the cages a
little bit closer together. However, make sure the cages
are always at
least 6
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inches (15 cm) apart from each other to keep the rats from being able to
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-It's normal for your rats to be a little agitated atFoal
first, but
if they
are
constantly very upset and aggressive (hissing, puffing up fur,
etc.), move the
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cages further apart for a while before moving them closer again.
-To make this interaction go smoother, you can also give each rat a treat when
you put their cages next to each other.
2. Put a few things from each rat’s cage in the other’s cage. This will give each
rat a chance to get better used to the other rat’s smell. Put a paper towel in
each cage and then switch the towels the next day, or switch their hammocks,
chew sticks, or water bowls. Do this during the latter half of the week in
which you put their cages next to each other.
-Make sure you only do this if the rats seem comfortable with seeing and
smelling each other through the bars.
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3. Allow each rat to spend some time alone in the other’s cage. After the rats
are used to each other’s scent, letting them spend time in each other’s cage
will get them used to being in an entire environment marked by the other’s
scent. Do this for 15-30 minutes at a time and repeat this 2-3 days.
-For best results, do this switch experience after you’ve spent at least 4 days
letting the rats get used to each other just by looking at each other through
their cages.
-Note that some rats may just become insecure about being in another rat’s
cage, so don’t worry if your rat seems agitated at first. Try again the next day.
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1. Let the rats meet on “neutral ground” so they aren’t territorial. This neutral
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ground should be a place where neither of the rats has spent a lot of time,
meaning neither of the rats will claim the territory as their own. Places such
as on your lap, in a dry bathtub, or on a table will work.

-Having the rats meet on neutral ground means that neither of them will feel
like they have to defend their territory. This should help prevent any fighting
between the rats when they first interact.
-Plan to keep this interaction short (roughly 15-30 minutes) at first, although
feel free to let it go on longer if the rats seem to be getting along. Repeat the
interaction for 2-3 days or longer if the rats don’t get along at first.
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2. Lay out rat treats in the neutral territory to make the rats happier. They will
love fresh fruits and veggies. Make sure there are plenty of treats for both of
them so they won't feel threatened. This should be fun for them and help
them start to see each other as friends.
-They may not want to eat it at first. This is normal, they usually don't eat if
they are in an uncomfortable situation. If they start to eat together, this is a
sign that they are starting to trust each other!
-Before putting the rats together, make sure you have towels on hand to
separate them with if they start to fight. You never want to stick your bare
hand between 2 fighting animals.
3. Allow the rats to engage in dominance behaviour without fighting. When
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wrestling, as this is how rats establish who’s “dominant.”
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while separating them to communicate that you don’t approve of them
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fighting.
-Keep the rats separated for a day and try having them interact again
tomorrow.
-If the rats don’t get along, try holding the new rat in your lap to signal to the
old rat that you like the new rat.
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4. Leave the rats to continue interacting for several hours if it goes well. If the
rats don’t fight and the dominance behaviour is minimal, feel free to allow
their neutral territory meeting to go on for a few hours. This will allow them
to bond even further, making it easier for them to eventually become cage
buddies.
5. Have the rats meet every day for a week or until they get along well. You
should have short meetings in neutral territory every day for at least week or
until they have no problems interacting with each other. Keep the visits short
and supervised, although you can make them longer if they get along well
together.
-Your goal should not only be for them to refrain from fighting with each
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before they move in together.
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Part 3. Moving the rats into the same cage

1. Clean and disinfect the cage if you’re reusing the old one. If one of the rats
was using the cage before, you need to make it like a completely new cage for
both it and the new rat. Use disinfecting soap and warm water to clean the
inside of the cage. Then, set up the cage with new bedding, decorations, toys,
and food.
-The cage needs to be totally new and clean so that the rat you had in it
before won't have lay any territorial claim to it.
-The cage should even look different. Put the litter box, shelves, and
hammocks in different places from where they were before.
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2. Place both rats inside the cage in the morning. This is the best time of day
to put both rats in the same cage, since they’ll most likely spend the first
hours of the day sleeping instead of fighting. If possible, trim their nails before
you place them in the cage to keep them from being able to scratch each
other.
3. Allow the rats to squabble for the first few days. Rats are hierarchical, so
this squabbling is normal for them to determine who will be the alpha rat.
However, if you find they are aggressively fighting rather than gently
wrestling, put the rats back in separate cages.
-Hopefully your rats will have already learned to get along by this point, but
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-If the rats continue to fight for several weeks, keep them in separate cages
permanently, as they won’t be able to peacefully shareRescue
the same cage.

